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EQC  MEETING  3  0864  1004  2957  3 

The  Environmental  Quality  Council  met  in  Helena  on  November  30  and 
December  1  to  discuss  legislation  for  the  1974  session.  The  Council  decided 
to  endorse: 
HB  628--a  holdover  bill  (with  amendments)  establishing  and  protecting 

natural  areas; 
SB  188--a  holdover  bill  (with  amendments)  requiring  polluters  to  file 

periodically  a  list  of  the  type  and  quantity  of  contaminants  emitted; 
HB  22--a  holdover  bill  (with  amendments)  requiring  the  Department  of  State 
Lands  to  re-classify  all  state  lands  in  accord  with  the  multiple- 
use  principle; 
HB  474--a  holdover  bill  extending  the  authority  of  the  Department  of  Fish  & 
Game  to  private  (as  well  as  public)  projects  involving  stream  altera- 
tion; 
HB  596--a  holdover  bill  (amended)  requiring  a  charge  on  sulfur  emissions  in 
excess  of  the  sulfur  oxide  emissions  standards  required  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences; 


SB  405--a  holdover  bill  (as  amended),  known  as  the  Montana  Forest 

Practices  Act; 
A  bill  bringing  the  development  of  geothermal  resources  within  the  scope 

of  the  Utility  Siting  Act; 
A  bill  changing  the  procedures  currently  used  by  the  Department  of  Health  & 
Environmental  Sciences  in  connection  with  permits  for  facilities  and 
equipment  causing  air  pollution  or  abatement  of  air  pollution; 
A  bill  changing  emergency  county  zoning  authority  to  provide  for  public 

notice,  hearing  and  appeal  procedures; 
A  bill  giving  the  Governor  power  to  declare  an  emergency  fuel  shortage  and 

the  reduction  of  speed  limits  on  Montana  highways;  and 
A  bill  requiring  the  Department  of  Education  and  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  to  prepare  and  implement  a  state  master  plan  for  environ- 
mental education  in  all  public  school  curricula. 
The  Council  was  addressed  by  Ben  Wake,  Administrator  of  the  Environ- 
mental Sciences  Division  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences.  Wake  appealed  that  the  Council  "not  be  stampeded  by  the  energy 
crisis  into  any  abandonment  of  the  pollution  laws  or  objectives  that  have 
been  fought  so  hard  for".  Wake  continued,  "I  am  sure  that  there  will  be 
some  very  powerful  opportunists  who  are  going  to  use  the  energy  crisis  as 
powerful  persuasion  on  the  legislature  to  relax  our  standards  or  abandon 
them  altogether.  This  just  isn't  necessary!  There  may  be  some  temporary 
shifts  in  fuel  consumption,  but  I  hope  and  sincerely  request  that  environ- 
mental priorities  are  not  allowed  to  become  the  whipping-boy  for  our  energy 
problems.  We've  come  a  long  way  and  we've  done  some  good  work,  but  we  can 
lose  it  in  less  than  a  year  if  we're  not  very  careful."  In  response  to 
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Wake's  plea,  the  Council  unanimously  resolved  to  urqe  the  legislature  to 
continue  to  enact  laws  that  protect  our  natural  resources  and  safeguard 
the  quality  of  air,  water  and  life  as  it  exists  in  Montana. 
DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  LANDS  DECIDING  FIVE  STRIP  MINING  APPLICATIONS 

The  Montana  Department  of  State  Lands  (DSL)  will  decide  in  the  next  two 
weeks  whether  to  grant  strip  mining  permits  to  five  mining  companies  that 
have  applied  for  permits  pursuant  to  the  1973  Montana  Strip  Mining  and 
Reclamation  Act. 

Western  Energy  (wholly-owned  subsidiary  of  Montana  Power  Company), 
Decker  (partnership  of  Peter  Kiewit  and  Sons  Company  and  Pacific  Power  and 
Light  Company),  and  Peabody  Coal  (wholly-owned  subsidiary  of  Montana -Dakota 
Utilities  Company)  applied  for  permits  to  renew  contracts  that  expire  in 
mid-December.  Westmoreland  (partnership  of  Westmoreland  Coal  Company, 
Kewanee  Oil  Company,  Pennsylvania-Virginia  Corporation,  and  Morrison-Knudson 
Company),  seeks  permission  to  begin  mining  in  the  state. 

Western  Energy  wants  permission  to  disturb  185  acres  of  land  near 
Col  strip  in  the  next  year  and  12,607  acres  during  the  mine's  life.  The 
coal  powers  Montana  Power  Company's  electrical  generating  plant  at  Billings, 
will  power  the  massive  Colstrip  generating  complex,  and  will  provide  coal  to 
Wisconsin  Power  and  Light,  The  mining  firm  has  been  denied  permission  to 
mine  a  37-acre  area  southeast  of  Colstrip,  because  it  has  been  defined  as 
ecologically  fragile.  The  company  also  faces  a  problem  with  the  Montana 
Coal  Conservation  Act,  which  requires  the  extraction  of  all  marketable  coal 
from  a  mined  area.  Western  Energy  has  been  mining  only  one  seam  of  two 
existing  seams  in  its  area  and  must  decide  whether  to  leave  the  lower  seam 
untouched  or  begin  extracting  it.  DSL  has  also  told  the  firm  it  will  have 
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to  change  mininq  operations  to  enable  it  to  remove  wedqes  of  coal  left 
between  cuts. 

The  department  has  asked  Decker  to  devise  a  new  plan  to  mine  400  coal- 
rich  acres  near  Decker.  The  original  mining  plan  would  have  postponed 
reclamation  on  all  400  acres  for  as  long  as  10  years.  A  new  plan  agreed 
to  would  reportedly  allow  reclamation  on  all  but  one  3,000-foot  slice  of 
land  to  begin  within  one  year  of  extraction  of  coal  from  each  cut.  Serious 
questions  have  also  been  raised  about  the  success  of  reclaiming  the  land 
because  of  soil  salinity.  In  addition,  DSL  is  trying  to  determine  whether 
water  quality  will  be  affected  by  mining. 

Peabody  has  asked  for  a  permit  to  continue  mining  operations  at  its 
Big  Sky  mine.  The  department  is  concerned  about  high  reclamation  costs 
at  the  mine  near  Col  strip.  The  costs  are  well  above  the  maximum  performance 
bond  required  to  ensure  reclamation.  DSL  is  considering  whether  it  can 
require  Peabody  to  post  performance  bonds  beyond  the  statutory  limit  on 
the  grounds  that  the  reclamation  law  requires  the  setting  of  a  bond  adequate 
to  assure  reclamation.  Another  proposal  by  Peabody  to  reclaim  a  coal  pit  by 
creating  a  lake  for  recreation  is  being  examined  to  determine  whether  the 
operation  could  be  conducted  without  damaging  water  quality. 

Knife  River,  the  smallest  commercial  coal  strip  mine  in  Montana, 
disturbs  about  15  acres  a  year  in  extreme  eastern  Montana  to  extract  330,000 
tons  of  coal  to  fire  a  generator  at  Sidney.  Assurances  are  being  sought 
from  the  company  that  a  small  pond  to  be  created  by  reclamation  will  not  be 
damaging  to  water  quality. 

Westmoreland  seeks  to  mine  1,280  acres  of  land  containing  about  77 
million  tons  of  coal  over  the  next  20  years.  DSL  has  denied  the  company 
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permission  to  mine  a  20-acre  tract  because  a  natural  drainage  would  be 
threatened.  The  firm  is  also  experimenting  with  methods  of  road  con- 
struction used  by  massive  trucks  that  remove  coal  from  the  strip  mines  to 
railroad  landing  areas.  Westmoreland  is  requesting  to  be  exempted  from  the 
grade  requirement  that  is  normally  necessary  to  ensure  adequate  reclamation. 

The  Department  of  State  Lands  has  written  to  the  mining  company 
executives  about  problems  with  the  permit  applications  and  is  awaiting 
repl  ies. 

Copies  of  the  environmental  impact  statements  for  Western  Energy, 
Decker,  Peabody,  and  Westmoreland  are  available  on  microfilm  in  the  Eastern 
Montana  College  Library,  the  University  of  Montana  Library,  the  Montana  State 
University  Library,  and  the  Miles  City  Public  Library.  Because  of  the 
small  scale  of  the  Knife  River  project,  DSL  did  not  issue  a  comprehensive 
environmental  impact  statement. 

Any  written  comments  should  be  submitted  to  the  Environmental  Coordinator, 

Staff  Services  Division,  Department  of  State  Lands,  Capitol  Station,  Helena, 

Montana  59601. 

NEW  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENTS 

STATE 

Date  Received  Subject  Originating  Agency 

11-19-73  Application  for  the  continuation  of  the  St.   Lands  D 

Big  Sky  Mine-Peabody  Coal   Co.,  Rosebud  Co. 
Proposed  mine  limits  will   cover  approxi- 
mately 1,424  acres.     Total   acreage  applied 
for  in  next  12  months  is  393  acres. 

11-19-73      Pompeys  Pillar-East.  Project  begins  about      Hwys  N 

31  mi,  E.  of  Billings  on  Interstate  Rt.  94 
and  extends  4.204  mi.  E.  Surfacing  of 
four-lane  facility. 


DHES 

N 

DHES 

N 

St.   Lands 

D 

STATE 

Date  Received  Subject  Originating  Agency 

11-19-73      Begins  within  city  limits  of  Conrad,  Mt.       Hwys 
and  extends  westerly  and  northerly  for 
1.65  miles  to  west  end  of  Conrad. 

11-20-73      Wilson  Heights  Subdivision  west  of  Kalispell 
in  Flathead  County.  4.6  acres. 

11-20-73      Mountain  Acres  Subdivision  near  Essex  in 
Flathead  County.  19  acres. 

11-21-73      Western  Energy  Company's  Rosebud  Mine  at 
Col  strip,  Mt.  Continuation  and  expansion 
of  operation. 

11-28-73      Gates  of  the  Mountains  Lakeshore  Homes         DHES 
Subdivision  in  Lewis  &  Clark  Co.  225.75 
acres. 

11-29-73      Arrowhead  Trailer  Village  in  Hardin,  Big       DHES 
Horn  County.  2.664  acres. 

11-30-73      Montana  Forest  Practicer  Act.  The  purpose      DNRC 
of  this  proposed  Act  is  to  vest  the  Montana 
Board  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation 
the  authority  to  develop  and  enforce  rules 
to  assure  growing  and  harvesting  of  trees, 
to  protect  and  maintain  soil,  air  and  water. 

11-30-73      Jib  Mine  in  Basin,  Montana.  The  mine  will      DHES 
be  worked  via  an  existing  shaft,  anticipated 
that  gold,  plus  other  metals,  will  be  re- 
covered from  the  mine. 

FEDERAL 
11-20-73      The  use  of  Herbicides  in  veaetation  management   USDA/FS 
This  statement  covers  the  proposed  use  of 
picloram,  silvex,  dicamba,  dalapon,  2,4-D, 
2,4,5-T,  MSMA,  diphenamid,  atrazine  and 
simazine  on  approximately  10,000  acres  of 
National  Forest  System  lands  in  eastern 
Washington,  Northern  Idaho,  Montana,  North 
Dakota,  and  South  Dakota. 


D  -  Draft  statement 

EW  -  Emergency  Waiver 

F  -  Final  statement 

N  -  Negative  declaration 


St.  Lands  -  Department  of  State  Lands 

Hwys  -  Department  of  Highways 

DHES  -  Department  of  Health  8i  Environmental 

Sciences 
DNRC  -  Department  of  Natural  Resources  & 

Conservation 
USDA/FS  -  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Forest  Service 


NOTE:  Copies  of  impact  statements  may  be  obtained  by  writing  the  originating 
agency. 
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